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b Handling is as natural
asitcanbeforaring
flash system

Want soft, even lighting for taking Ray Flash Adapter
sexy portrait photos? We put the > £150, 5200 (> ww.ray-flash.com
leading ring flash systems to the test The Ray Flash mounts onto a with a selection of bodies and

flashgun, diverts its output and flashguns. It can be a pain when
fires it through a ring around the you change your camers
lens. It does all this without losing
an inordinate amount of flash
power, 50 it manages a healthy
shooting range, and works with
TTL and manual flash settings.
The Ray Flash doesn't feel that
robust, but its light weight is good
news considering that it's fully
supported by the camera's hotshoe.

lot any flashgun into your hotshoe and you

immediately run into problems with portraiture.

They give a hard, unflattering quality of light, and even
if you mount a diffusion dome, you're likely to get dark shadows
under the nose and chin or o one side of the sitter’s head.

Ring flash systems use a round tube that encircles the lens,
providing soft, near shadowless illumination of your subject.
This is not only useful for macro photography but for
portraiture too, especially in the field of fashion photography. A
bonus is that you can get distinctive circular catchlights in the
sitter’s eyes — and a h:nl::-llikv hazy :.'hm!.:_w; around the .‘il..I]'l_k'i.‘l. Oiiéé liavibie ciis Hiat thare are

Options irlcll]tlc powerful, complete ring flash systems, . foar different versions for Nikon
converters for studio flash hmds..xmndn::lr-n-_' !1m.l:h:m:-num_l:1ll1|1:-: equipment each of which works OVERALL A & &
solutions, and adapters for use with standard flashguns. We've
tested examples of all four types, each of which has its own
pros and cons. Let's take a closer look at what's on offer. [

UP CLOSE
FIVE THINGS TO LOOK OUT FOR...

From power to add-ons, here are the things to consider if
vou want to run rings around conventional flash

Power considerafions

If youwant to compete with the brightness of the sun in outdoor . = The contraller unit

PROS... Quick and easy ta fit,
good shunhng reach

wide-ranging corm l||dl|hlll

WE SAY... A good budget choice if
you stick to a particular body

portraiture, you'll need plenty of poke. A really powerful N . 74 | ﬁiﬂit;::;h::;m!
all-in-one system such as the Lencarta gives maximum power, N_ - MF]B M ' FI h

The size and weight of a full-size studio flash head, ring light »| £280, 5440 » www.nissindigital.com

converter. camera and Lens can result in an unwieldy setup that's

Weight and handling
usually too heavy for comfortable handheld shoating. The self-contained Nissin MFIB has  Intuitive menu that uses a colour

a Guide Mumber of GN1 1] LCD, similar t at of the Missin
The drawbacks of converters and provides slightly greate 366 Mkl (see page 114}

Ring flash converters for flashguns sap output power, S0 you'll t than either the

generally find you have a shooting range of around three metres sho is with a flashgun. [:]Fll

rings for mounting the flas —T

TTI' ﬂﬂﬁh’ mEiE""g { il = , PROS... Good onboard controls,
A bonus of dedicated ring-type flashguns and flashgun tube directly onto lenses with f'l'ﬂhr-hm[-nt

converters is that they enable automatic flash metering, as well filter threads of 52-77mm, LR

as being much smaller and more lightweight to use. although wide-angle shooting - :
A . results in extreme vignetting. i : :
ﬂﬂdlliﬂﬂﬂl |IghTS The flash tube is driven from a lighti = 1['”:”“”"" bt
For the ultimate in portrait lighting, ring flash is often best used controller that sits inthe camera's et s
as part of a group that includes studio flash heads. hotshoe. This has pl

onboard controls, accessed via an ““Mll * * *
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Ring flash kits

The Rotolight kit - Simple yet versatile,
Includes a generous i 29 the Orbis is well-made
collection of filters ] . and works beautifully

Hutnllght RL48-B Creative Colour Kit Orbis Ringflash -

This kit is based on a ring of LEDs Second, the hole in the ring is too The Orbis Ringflash mounts is cut down a little more than with
sowered by three AA batteries. It small to fit around camera lenses. | directly onto your flashgun. The the Ray Flash, but the output is
comes with a hotshoe mounting 50 it has to be used off-axis mounting aperture is pretty much slightly softer and more flattering.
adapter and a collection of Lee universal. You hold the flashgun
filters, for bal ng the colour n'ntht*u-DrIn.-. at u.hed and
temperature a ding coloured C

light effects. There's no facility to i i s link or remote cable (not ; T .
control the strength of the |J|_.t11}ut. Al supplied). It's easy to reposition PROS.. Lovely quallty. works

: . a l.dl to "1d o sho 1 with any camera/flashgun combo
50 NOD filters are also supplied, all ._["p ity i Sy u the Orbis to surround the lens or to = f A B 2 =

A : CONS... Limited shoo ; : CONS... Needs remote flash cord
of which fit into the Lighting ring. i

R use it off-axis. A sturdy optional B PR : e
The Rotolight kit has twa wort e o mounting arm Is also available or wireless trigger (not supplied)
et i ey WE SAY... Only reall ; R WE SAY.. A rb ring flash
First, the low light 3

e Attachment to flashguns isn't ;
a limited shooting upplemental fill-in U entirely solld: and th Afigthin adapter at a ble price
ting it more suited to

may need help from some gaffer
macro than portrait photography Il\'EHlll

* % tané or Velcro strips Flasr{nﬂwer IWEIIM[ A KN

The converteris driven I - The head is light yet
by a Bowens studio i poawerful thanks ta the
flash head external Li-on battery

Hnwens Hinglite I}unverter Lencarta Safari Li-on ngtlash Kit

The Bowens converter feels every possible to handhold the assembly, | Almed primarily at portraiture fairly Low and blinding via a rotary
inch a pro piece of kit. It comes with camera, but at around 6.3k pros, the Safari kit has been knob. There's also a flash diffuser
with two maunting kets. one it"s uncomfortably heavy. updated to include a Li-on battery and shoulder bag supplied
or both of which need to be pack, which can supply power for

attached {for landscape or portrait two flash heads (including regular
orientation shooting respectively), MFEIBIET Safariflash heads} and is just light

when fixed to a Bowens nough to sling over a sh r. ;

Al iy PROS... Lots of power on tap for SUPUH [0 Sting verd shodtle PROS... The most powerful in the

flash head. For true mob : The ring flash head itself retails at Sl
indoor and outdoor shoating group, and great for outdoors

:é;:::ﬂﬂ'i';i"; tlerTrv hich coste CONS... Heavy. Pricy if you don't f;gﬁi “:;':r r:il:dl trl[1lllml""'r CONS... Costly, but well pricec
g ! i own a Boy tudio flash head ) R compared other pro syste

afu -500/S60 iy : ightweight and mounts to the :

3 |rt_h_E'r_[§ .L_.. wL.I'_'l ” _ WE SAY... Warks well, but you'll l.IIFJ 1itweig 1l.d.lﬂ to the WE SAY.. When vou need rea
The system s quite fidly to set need strong arms or a tripod bt ol acket. sower. thisis a great bus

up, and the modelling lamp needs L= DO SL LA Build quality i nt, and RHITD B S R U

to be removed from the flash head the po f B ring flash

before attaching the converter. It's [WERM.I. Tk Kk head ::r, fully adjus mh: betwee ““HM.I. % ok
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